Posted on Fri. Oct. 30, 2009 - 12:01 am EDT © SHARE " 4 7., Brss B E-mail

VIEW

i

Kate's Kart a bright spot for sick kids

Couple turned grief into helping children take their minds off illness.

By Deb Todd
nsfeatures@news-sentinel.com

Nikki Miller recalls the hospitalized child who saw her coming ,
down the hall and screamed in excitement, “It's Kate's Karti” ~ Kate's Kart

“I'm amazed at the number of times we give a book to a child, ~*Cash donations (which help ﬂmm_mam: specific
and the mother will say, ‘We donated ... at my child's school ~ Shortages) can be made to Kate's Kart, 429 E. Dupont
(or preschool or church or scout troop), and now we are Road, #119, Fort Wayne, IN 46825.

getting a book back from Kate's Kart,"” said Shirlie Schmidt. .
+Drop-off locations for new books are at Canterbury

dle School, 5601 Covington Road, and Bisque-It

Miller and Schmidt are two of more than 70 trained volunteers

who visit 10 area hospitals pushing a cart crammed with Pottery, 7605 Coldwater Road. For large book
age-appropriate books that are given to sick and hurting donations, contact the organization via the methods
children. This month, just 17 months after Kate's Kart began  listed below.

rolling, the 10,000th book was given to a hospitalized child. .
+Barnes & Noble has announced Kate's Kart is the

Who is Kate? 2009 Christmas charity. Purchase books or make a
cash donation at the Jefferson Pointe and Glenbrook
Square Barnes & Noble stores beginning Sunday and

Katherine Anne “Kate” Layman was born June 26, 2006, to continuing through December.

Andy and Krista and big brother Seth. Within hours she was
diagnosed with congenital heart and lung defects — “a broken

. +Volunteer applications are welcome. Contact the
heart,” said the Laymans.

organization via the methods listed below.

Four open-heart surgeries and five heart catheterizations +Contact Kate's Kart at 413-4089 or e-mail
couldn't repair the damage, and Kate passed away Jan.15, KatesKart@verizon.net.

2008.
. +0On the Web: www.KatesKart.org.
The Laymans since have had another son, Grant Lee

Layman, who arrived July 1.

What is Kate's Kart?

The Laymans channelled their grief by establishing the
nonprofit Kate's Kart to honor the memory of their daughter,

who loved books. With money from memorials and cash and 3

books collected during radio station WAJI, 95.1-FM's “Little — u.—k_. doN Q_ﬂm
Give,” the first cart began operating in June 2008 at Fort j md N—.O
Wayne's Lutheran Hospital. . at

“Each cart has six shelves,” Krista Layman said. “They are
divided by shelf with board books, picture books, chapter
books, young adult books, activity books ...” Each book is
identified with a Kate's Kart sticker designed by Seth.

Ardmore and Airport Expressway

Kate's Kart gives out 700-900 free books each month.
The books

The Karts are stocked with new books for infants to age 18, with frequent shortages of books for the youngest and the
oldest.

“We need board books for babies and toddlers. We are significantly short of (these) because we are at three hospitals
which have NIC (neonatal intensive care) units. We need books that parents can read aloud to their children,” Krista
said.

“Well-known ones — like ‘Goodnight Moon' and ‘Guess How Much | Love You,” Andy Layman said.

Krista added famous character books, such as Clifford, Dora and Thomas, to the list. “When kids are hurting or sick, they
really relate to characters they know. It comforts them,” she said.

“Older teens like the fun books — sports, trivia — and girls like the teen romances. They don't want to read the classics
(like) ‘Treasure Island,” she said.

A recent book drive at Borders bookstore netted more than $5,500 and 1,374 books.

The volunteers

Schmidt, a longtime family friend, serves on the board and volunteers at all four local hospitals.

“Since ['ve always been a reader, | could particularly relate to and support giving books to hospitalized children,” she
said. “Before | started handing out books ... | had no idea how many sick babies and children there are in the Fort Wayne
area.”

Miller is volunteer coordinator for Lutheran Hospital, scheduling 30 people a month to operate the carts three times a
week. She gives out books, reads to children to give an exhausted mom a break, and provides an ear to frightened
parents.

'm honored and blessed to be part of this organization,” she said. “To be part of a blessing in a child's life in such a
trying time is humbling.”

Healing
“I think the success of Kate's Kart has been a huge healing Eoomwm_: Krista said. “As a parent, you want your child to

grow up, be a success and make a difference in the world. Even though Kate only had 18 months, she's sti
the world. She's not forgotten. Her legacy is ongoing.”

“It's really rewarding when people say the book relieved their child for a few minutes,” Andy said. “We remember that.
We know what it was like. If this ends tomorrow, it did what it was supposed to do.”

“Our faith has gotten us through,” Krista said, “our belief that one day we will see Kate again. Once you have a child go
to heaven, it's even more enticing — I'm one day closer, sweetie, I'm one day closer.”



